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fear of overdoing the mortification of the flesh. We
practise a self-denial that takes the form of training
for sport, but, like the spectators at a football match,
we do our asceticism chiefly by proxy, and are fairly
satisfied if the clergy do not drink or give other cause
for scandal. It is very seldom that Englishmen have
been affected by spiritual passion of any kind, and that
is why our country, of all the eastern hemisphere, has
been least productive of saints. But still, in the midst
of our discreet comfort and sanity of moderation, that
spiky bracelet of steel, eating into the flesh of the
courtly and sumptuous Archbishop, may help to re-
mind us that, whether in war, or art, or life, it is only
by the passionate refusal of comfort and moderation
that the high places of the spirit are to be reached.
" Still be ours the diet hard, and the blanket on the
ground! " is the song of all pioneers, and if man is to
be but a little lower than the angels, and crowned
with glory and honour, the crown will be made of iron
or, perhaps, of thorns.